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The Gunners stick to the serious busi- g?ﬁ-ﬁﬁ%ngm&Ep%TM(.gm@ 88950 ¢ B3, EFIRERETL SSELTER

ness of rock 'n’ roll, synthesizing the Stones
and the Sex Pistols to produce Aerosmith
for the *90s. They never drift very far from
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the jackhammer style that began to domi- !

nate the idiom two decades ago. This is the
main reason their audience is not entirely
limited to 16-year-old boys with baseball
caps worn backward. Guns N’ Roses tena-
ciously clings to hard rock’s tradition of be-
ing loud, mean and obvious. No one alive
looks more like rock stars than Rose, 29,
and guitarist Slash, 26, with their tattoos,
their headgear, their emotional problems
(Slash has frequently used heroin, and
Rose is a manic-depressive) and their we-
sold-our-soul-to-rock-"n’-roll attitudes.
The Use Your Illusion albums seem cer-
tain to keep selling well. Although the first
album is better than the second, and al-
though neither contains a song as memora-
ble as Sweet Child o’ Mine or Paradise City
from the Appetite for Destruction album,
both are exciting, well-produced records,
with plenty of catchy rockers and only a
handful of outright duds. The guitars are
hot, the drumming is hot, the vocals are
red-hot. Anyone who can get past the of-
fensive lyrics will be buying one of the best
rock albums of the year. Or two of them.
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